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RESOLUTION NO. 1140 

 RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF HARBOR COMMISSIONERS 
 OPPOSING MEASURE M AND SUPPORTING  

THE OPPOSITION ARGUMENT AGAINST  
THE ADOPTION OF MEASURE M  

PROPOSED BY THE CITY OF PORT HUENEME 
 

 

As per direction of the Board of Harbor Commissioners, at the Special Board 

Meeting of August 5, 2014, staff has prepared the attached Resolution No. 1140 

opposing Measure M and supporting the opposition argument against the adoption 

of Measure M proposed by the City of Port Hueneme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Attachment(s):  Resolution No. 1140, Filed Argument Letter, PMSA & Teamsters  

    Local Union 186 Letters  

  

 Fiscal Impact:  N/A 

  

 Legal Review: Yes 

  

 CEO Approval: Yes 

 

 California Certified Company: N/A  

  

 

 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: Approve Resolution No. 1140 

 

√ 

√ 

√ 

√ 

√ 



 

 

 RESOLUTION NO. 1140 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF HARBOR COMMISSIONERS 

OPPOSING MEASURE M AND SUPPORTING THE OPPOSITION ARGUMENT AGAINST 

THE ADOPTION OF MEASURE M PROPOSED BY THE CITY OF PORT HUENEME 

      

 WHEREAS, the City of Port Hueneme on July 21, 2014 adopted a resolution to place 

Measure M on the ballot for voter approval at the consolidated election with the County of Ventura 

on November 4, 2014; and  

  

 WHEREAS, Measure M proposes an adoption of an amendment to the City of Port 

Hueneme’s Municipal Code regarding a business license tax; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the proposed ordinance adds a Section 5033 to the City’s Municipal Code, 

imposing taxes on specified business classifications that are primarily businesses conducting business 

at the Port of Hueneme and Ventura County Naval Base;  

  

 WHEREAS, the businesses at the Port of Hueneme are engaged in foreign and interstate 

maritime commerce, and, to the extent, the business tax proposed by the ordinance is sought to be 

collected by the City of Port Hueneme, it violates the Commerce Clause in Article 1, Section 8, 

Clause 3 of the United States Constitution. 

  

 WHEREAS, the Board of Harbor Commissioners is of the opinion that the ordinance, if 

approved by the voters in adopting Measure M, and the tax imposed by it can be validly collected, is 

detrimental to the Oxnard Harbor District and the specified business classifications, in that it 

establishes business taxes on Port businesses greatly exceeding the business tax paid by other 

businesses within the City of Port Hueneme;  

  

 WHEREAS; Measure M allows for a tax on Port customers of up to millions of dollars in 

addition to the possessory taxes they currently pay and the over one million dollars the District pays 

in mitigation fees annually; 

  

  



 

 

 WHEREAS, according to a study commissioned by Martin Associates, LLC., a maritime 

economic expert, Measure M has significant adverse impacts to the economy including the potential 

risk of 3,306 jobs, $250,939 in personal income and $185 million in direct business revenue, and $38 

million in local purchases and $28,104 million in state and local taxes as shown in the chart provided 

in the study below: 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WHEREAS, according to an analysis performed by staff in concert with Port customers, Port 

customers combined will potentially realize percent increases in the thousands compared to what they 

are paying today, for an amount of over $3 million; By way of example one customer currently pays 

$8,100 and would have a potential tax of $1.4 million under Measure M for a 17,447% increase. 

   

 WHEREAS, according to the office of the Ventura County Treasurer-Tax Collector, 

customers already pay possessory interest taxes of $840,500 that allocated the same way property 

taxes are dispersed to the City of Port Hueneme, the Hueneme Elementary School District, the 

Oxnard High School District, the Community College District, the College Child Center, the County 

General Fund, the Education Revenue Augmentation Funds (E.R.A.F), E.R.A.F 93-94 Shift, the 

Ventura County Office of Education, the County Library, the Fire Protection District, and the County 

Flood Zone Administration and County Flood Zone number 2, United Water Conservation District 

and the Calleguas Municipal Water District; The loss of any customer as a result of measure M would 

decrease the allocation of funds to these important entities. 

AUTOS BANANAS /FRUIT TOTAL AT RISK

JOBS

  Direct 678 598 1,276

  Induced 812 811 1,623

  Indirect 179 228 407

Total 1,669 1,637 3,306

PERSONAL INCOME (1,000)

  Direct $33,160 $34,442 $67,602

  Re-spending/Local Consumption $79,623 $82,702 $162,325

  Indirect $9,243 $11,768 $21,011

Total $122,027 $128,912 $250,939

DIRECT BUSINESS REVENUE (1,000) $81,321 $103,538 $184,859

LOCAL PURCHASES (1,000) $16,767 $21,348 $38,115

STATE/LOCAL TAXES (1,000) $13,667 $14,438 $28,105



 

 

 WHEREAS, the Port paid the City of Port Hueneme $1.2 million in city revenue sharing 

agreements in fiscal year 2014, all from revenue generated from Port businesses.   

  

 WHEREAS, Measure M causes Port businesses to negotiate a tax rate with the City is an 

unprecedented way to tax a Port business; 

 

 WHEREAS, the Port of Hueneme trade related activity creates, 10,200 jobs, $1 billion in 

economic impact and $69 million in local and state taxes as part of an Economic Assessment study 

performed by Martin and Associates;  

   

 WHEREAS; Measure M was not adopted by the City through an open and transparent 

process, thereby removing the opportunity of impacted stakeholders including Navy Base Ventura 

County, the Port, and local businesses to provide input for a fair and reasonable measure; and 

  

 WHEREAS, certain citizens have filed with the Elections Division County of Ventura, an 

Argument Against adoption of Measure M. 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Harbor Commissioners of the Oxnard Harbor District 

does hereby resolve and determine that: 

  

 1.     The Oxnard Harbor District opposes the adoption of Measure M as detrimental to the 

interests of the District and those doing business at the Port of Hueneme, and joins in the Argument 

Against the adoption of Measure M, as set forth in the Argument Against Measure M attached to this 

Resolution.   

 

 APPROVED, ADOPTED AND SIGNED this 11
th

 day of August, 2014. 

 

      _________________________ 

ATTEST:     Mary Anne Rooney, President 

      Board of Harbor Commissioners 

_______________________________ Oxnard Harbor District 

Manuel Lopez, Secretary 

Board of Harbor Commissioners 

Oxnard Harbor District  



Vote No on Measure M 
  
Measure M will only hurt operations at our Naval Base - the City of Port Hueneme’s economic crown 
jewel and the largest employer in Ventura County. 
  
Navy and Port businesses create over 35,000 jobs, fund economic development projects and pay taxes 
to local cities and school districts.  These businesses are also investing in new environmental clean-up 
efforts, contributing directly to the health and welfare of the City.  Measure M puts these programs in 
jeopardy.  
  
Don’t risk killing the goose that laid our golden egg.  The City is unfairly targeting the businesses in our 
community that work directly with the Navy with inequitable and unjustified tax increases.  This 
measure puts imbalanced tax increases on the local businesses that support Naval Base Ventura County 
and the Port, causing decreased future investments and job loss. This severely threatens city revenues 
to Port Hueneme. 
  
Measure M is dangerous because it unfairly targets the heart of our local economy, and will harm our 
Navy base that has survived base closures and realignments when other cities have lost bases. 
  
The City should work with the Navy, the Port, its local businesses, and community members to improve 
the economy and increase city resources – not attack the Navy.  The City did not consult local 
businesses, the Navy, the Port, or any of the Navy’s and Port’s tenants regarding Measure M. Worst of 
all, Measure M imposes a higher and disproportionately significant tax burden on our counties largest 
economic assets. The City, our Naval Base, school funds and Port Industry are all put at risk by Measure 
M.   
  
Protect the Navy, local jobs, and school funds and Vote No on M!  
 










